
N

1/4 Mile 1/2 Mile

Park Rules 
Park users must:

Keep dog(s) on leash
Keep dog(s) under control at all times
Dispose of pet waste

Prohibited activities include:
Possession or drinking of any alcoholic beverages
Possession of glass containers
Discharging of �rearms or use of �reworks
Camping
Operation of unauthorized vehicles
Dumping

Park users are responsible for following all park rules, including 
those not listed here. A complete copy of Eugene’s Parks and 
Open Space rules can be picked up at 1820 Roosevelt 
Boulevard or found online at www.eugene-or.gov/parks. 

�e park is closed from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.
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4.

Ridgeline T‰ail Map

�
e R

idgeline Trail System
�

e 12-m
ile Ridgeline Trail 

provides com
m

unity access 
to one of Eugene’s natural 
treasures. D

esignated as a 
N

ational Recreation Trail by 
the N

ational Park Service in 
2006, the trail winds through 
m

any of the m
ajor parks in 

the 1,400-acre Ridgeline 
Park system

. Just m
inutes 

from
 downtown, visitors can 

enjoy m
agni�cent vistas of 

Eugene, the C
oburg H

ills, the C
oast Range, and even a few 

peaks in the C
ascade M

ountains. �
e jewel in Eugene’s 

”em
erald necklace” is the 2062’ high Spencer Butte, which 

stands behind Eugene and o�ers a panoram
ic view of the 

southern edge of the W
illam

ette Valley from
 the sum

m
it. 

Trail Safety and C
ourtesy

• Know your hiking lim
it. Som

e trail segm
ents are long. 

• Stay on offi
cial, signed, graveled trails. 

• Pack it in. Pack it out.
• W

ear appropriate shoes and clothing for the conditions: 
m

ud, uneven terrain, and slippery footing exist throughout 
this trail system

. 
• U

se the right side of the trail except when otherwise 
designated. 

• A
lways pass on the left.

• M
ountain bikers should m

anage their speed based on sight 
lines and trail conditions and yield to pedestrians. 

• M
ountain bikers should give audible warning when passing 

pedestrians or other bicyclists. 
• C

lean your shoes thoroughly (soles, laces, fabric) before 
heading out to the trail to prevent the spread of weed seed 
from

 places you m
ay have been before.

• Please do not pick wildflowers, or rem
ove any vegetation or 

anim
als from

 the parks. �
e parks are their hom

e, and we 
are the visitors.

• Report trail and trailhead issues to the Parks and O
pen 

Space D
ivision, 541-682-4800.

Poison Oak
Leaves of three, let it be! W

atch 
for poison oak – it is com

m
on 

along the trail. O
il is in all parts 

of the plant and when touched, 
m

ay cause a burning, itching rash 
lasting up to a week. W

ash 
yourself and your clothes 
thoroughly if you touch any part 
of the plant. C

onsider using 
cleansing products speci�cally 
designed to rem

ove poison oak oil.

W
estern Rattlesnakes 

O
ccasionally seen during the 

warm
er m

onths near the rocky 
sum

m
it of Spencer Butte, the 

presence of W
estern 

rattlesnakes is a good indicator 
of the health of this ecosystem

. 
�

ey are often heard before 
they are seen by hum

ans. U
pon 

hearing a rattle, the best 
response is usually to becom

e 
m

otionless. O
nce the snake has 

been located, it m
ay be safe to 

m
ove away, or it m

ay be necessary to rem
ain still until the snake 

m
oves away. Please, give these snakes wide berth. D

o not harass, 
harm

, or kill these anim
als. �

is area is their hom
e.

M
ountain Lions

�
e vast m

ajority of hikers never see a m
ountain lion, and those 

that do usually report that the cat vanished into the brush at 
the �rst sign of nearby hum

ans. If you see a m
ountain lion, 

m
ake yourself appear as large as possible (raise your arm

s, open 
your jacket, wave a big stick) and speak loudly and �rm

ly or 
shout. If you have children with you, pick them

 up o� the 
ground, but try to do it without crouching down or leaning 
over. D

on't turn your back on the cat or run from
 it, but rather 

back away slowly and deliberately, always retaining your 
aggressive pose and continuing to speak loudly. 

Sp
en

cer
 B

ut
te 

Ch
al

len
ge

 C
ou

rse

A Little H
istory

Eugene owes its forebears a debt of gratitude for their foresight 
in preserving Spencer Butte. A

t the tim
e of its purchase, it was 

alm
ost three m

iles south of the city lim
its. In 1937 form

er 
m

ayor and chairm
an of the Eugene Park C

om
m

ission, 
F. M

. W
ilkins, said: "A

nd rem
em

ber, Eugene boys and girls 
will be clim

bing Spencer Butte 50 and 100 hundred years from
 

today, to be inspired by looking over a city built out to the very 
foot of the Butte." In true Eugene style, a m

ajor portion of 
Spencer Butte was purchased in 1940 through a grassroots 
cam

paign that collected contributions no larger than $5, in 
order to let everyone “buy a piece” of the Butte. 

W
ith the anchor secured at Spencer Butte, additional m

ajor 
acquisitions to the Ridgeline Park system

 were m
ade between 

1970 and 1995. In 1998, and again in 2006, Eugene citizens 
passed parks bond m

easures directing the C
ity to acquire m

ore 
acres of parkland in the ridgeline. Since the 1970s, the 
Ridgeline Park system

 has grown to over 1,400 acres with the 
help of the com

m
unity, favorable transactions, 

generous donations, and the �rst Forest 
Legacy Program

 grant awarded in O
regon. 


